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SUMMARY REPORT FOR THE CENTRE FOR HEALTH POLICY AND IMPLMENTATION 
RESEARCH (JANUARY-APRIL 2025) 

 

A. ONGOING PROJECTS 

1. MOXIDECTIN PILOT STUDY 

Study Title: Treatment acceptability study following pilot community-based mass drug 

administration of moxidectin for onchocerciasis in Twifo Ati Morkwa, Ghana 

Funder(s): World Health Organisation (WHO) Special Programme for Research and Training 

in Tropical Diseases (TDR) and The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust. 

Funding Amount: $191,928 

Background: 

In December 2024, Ghana’s Food and Drugs Authority (FDA) approved the use of Moxidectin 

as a treatment for Onchocerciasis, due to its greater effectiveness against microfilariae 

compared to Ivermectin. In response, the Centre for Health Policy and Implementation 

Research (CHPIR) and the Centre for Neglected Tropical Diseases Research (CNTDR) at the 

University of Health and Allied Sciences (UHAS), in partnership with the University of 

Ottawa, Bruyère Health Research Institute, and the Ghana Health Service, launched a three-

phase implementation research project to assess the overall acceptance of Moxidectin 

compared to ivermectin, and to explore the feasibility of administering this new treatment 

through nationwide Mass Drug Administration (MDA) in endemic settings in the future. 

 

2. WHO/ALLIANCE MAINSTREAM GHANA 

Study Title: Institutionalising learning by mainstreaming embedded implementation 

research in country immunisation programmes (MAINSTREAM) 

Funder(s): WHO Alliance for Health Policy and Systems Research and Gavi, the Vaccine 

Alliance 

Funding Amount: $203,996.00 
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Background: 

MAINSTREAM is a global initiative aimed at integrating embedded implementation research 

into national immunisation programmes. Ghana, through UHAS, was selected as a mentor 

institution to lead implementation research capacity building. The initiative aims to generate 

practical, context-specific solutions for challenges in the Expanded Programme on 

Immunisation (EPI) through embedded research activities involving national stakeholders. 

3. GEAR-UP STUDY 

Study Title: Gender and Equity Within Antimicrobial Resistance (GEAR-UP): Key Informant 

Interviews of Key Stakeholders in Ghana 

Funder(s): The Fleming Fund 

Funding Amount: £614,000 

Background: 

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) poses a growing global health threat. However, existing 

national strategies often lack consideration for gender and equity. The GEAR-UP study seeks 

to address this gap by exploring how these dimensions are considered in Ghana's AMR 

policy and implementation strategies. The research targets stakeholders involved in AMR 

policymaking, agenda-setting, and national surveillance such as policymakers, 

researchers, and representatives from organizations like WHO, The Food and Agriculture 

Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), and United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP). The goal of the study is to identify key actors and assess the integration of gender 

and equity dimensions within Ghana’s AMR strategies, particularly in the development and 

implementation of National Action Plans (NAPs). For further information, kindly visit: 

https://gearupaction.org/gender-equity-and-amr/ 

 

 

 

 

https://gearupaction.org/gender-equity-and-amr/
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4. SAVING CONSORTIUM  

Study Title: Sustainable Access and Delivery of New Vaccines in Ghana (SAVING) 

Funder(s): European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) 

Funding Amount: €2,127,775.00 

Background: 

The SAVING Consortium is led by UHAS. Other members of the Consortium include FDA, 

Ministry of Health and the Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute (Swiss TPH). The overall 

objective of the Consortium is to build technical and implementation research capacity in 

partner institutions along the value chain which will facilitate the delivery and uptake of new 

medical interventions in Ghana using the new malaria vaccine as an entry point. The 

activities of the Consortium are carried out using five work packages. For further 

information, please visit: https://savingconsortium.org/ 

 

B. ACTIVITIES  

1. Moxidectin Pilot Study 

Activities (from January 2025 to date): 

• April 2025: Implementation of the second phase of the study involving an 
assessment of community acceptability of moxidectin as a treatment against 
onchocerciasis in Twifo Atti Morkwa District in Ghana was carried out.  

         

https://savingconsortium.org/
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                       Figure 1: Phase 2 field work of the moxidectin acceptability study in Twifo Atti Morkwa 
 

2. WHO/ALLIANCE MAINSTREAM GHANA 

Activities (from January 2025 to date): 

• January 2025: A four-day proposal development workshop covering implementation 
research methods, ethics, stakeholder analysis, gender integration, and monitoring 
and evaluation was conducted among the sub-grantees of the study. 

 

 

Figure 2: Participants and facilitators of the proposal writing workshop with the Vice-Chancellor of UHAS (front row, third 
from the left) 

 



5 
 

 

Figure 3: Facilitators taking participants through the various proposal development stages using 
implementation research. 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4:  Groups presenting their proposals for feedback and discussion. 
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3. GEAR-UP Study 

Activities (from January 2025 to date): 

• January 2025 onwards: Data collection phase started with Key Informant Interviews 
(KIIs) of policymakers and stakeholders from WHO, FAO, UNDP, etc., to assess the 
inclusion of gender and equity in Ghana’s AMR strategies. 

• Engagements have been held with partners in Sierraleone, Kenya, the Aurum institute 
and the Consultant responsible for revising the AMR National Action Plan in Ghana. 

• Analysis of secondary data on AMR has also been conducted.  

 

4. SAVING Consortium  

Activities (from January 2025 to date): 

• February 25–28, 2025: Consortium members participated in a Quarterly 
Management Meeting and a Symposium at Swiss TPH in Basel. 
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Figure 5 (continued): Images from the quarterly management meeting and symposium in Basel. 

 

• Another management meeting of the Consortium as well as routine meetings to evaluate 
the activities of the various work packages have been carried out.  
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5. Data Analysis Workshop Using STATA 

Organiser: Centre for Health Policy and Implementation Research (CHPIR), Institute of 
Health Research, UHAS 

Brief Overview: 

 
As part of the centre’s vision to strengthen the capacity of health professionals, researchers, 
academics and other stakeholders to conduct research (including implementation 
research), CHPIR conducted a two-day (February 6–7, 2025) training workshop on data 
analysis for researchers in the Institute using STATA.   

The sessions covered a comprehensive range of topics, beginning with foundational skills 
such as drafting questionnaires, creating command (do) files, coding and labeling of 
variables,  generating and recoding of variables, data cleaning, and reliability testing. 
Participants were introduced to univariate, bivariate, and multivariate analytical 
techniques, including but not limited to t-tests, ANOVA, Chi-square tests, and regression 
models (OLS, and binary, ordered and multinomial logit and probit models).  

Emphasis was also placed on interpreting outputs, generating publication-quality tables, 
and exporting results to Word and Excel for reporting purposes. Participants were guided 
through practical applications of STATA, reinforcing each concept with real-time coding and 
analysis exercises.  
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Figure 6: Images from the data analysis training organised by CHPIR. 

 

C. COLLABORATORS  

1. Ghana Health Service 
2. Ministry of Health, Ghana 
3. Food and Drugs Authority, Ghana 
4. Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute (Swiss TPH) 
5. Bruyère Health Research Institute, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
6. Medicines Development for Global Health, Melbourne, Australia 
7. Special Programme of Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR), World 

Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland 
8. UNDP Access and Delivery Partnership 
9. The Alliance for Health Policy and Systems Research, World Health Organization, 

Geneva, Switzerland 
10. Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine  

 

 


